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SUBJECT: PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES ACCORDED BY HOST GOVERNMENTS 
TO OBSERVER DELEGATIONS TO INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

REF: STATE 224856 (NOTAL) 

1 . THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED BY THE 
SWISS MISSION IN GENEVA ON SEPTEMBER 28 IN RESPONSE 
TO REFERENCE REQUEST: 

A. THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR REGARDING THE PRIVILEGES 
AND IMMUNITIES (P&I) EXTENDED TO OBSERVER MISSIONS IN 
GENEVA, INCLUDING NON-MEMBER STATES OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS (I.E., NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA) AND ORGANIZATIONS 
OF STATES (I.E., ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY AND 
LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES), IS THAT THESE P&I ARE TOTALLY 
IDENTICAL TO THE P&I EXTENDED TO MEMBER STATES OF THE 
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UNITED NATIONS WHICH MAINTAIN MISSIONS IN GENEVA. 
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THE SWISS GOVERNMENT MAKES NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN MEMBER 
AND NON-MEMBER STATES OR BETWEEN MEMBER STATES AND 
ORGANIZATIONS OF STATES IN THE GRANTING OF P&I. AS 
AN EXAMPLE, THE CHARGE OF THE SWISS MISSION NOTED HTAT 
WHEN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY CHANGED ITS STATUS 
IN GENEVA FROM OBSERVER MISSION OF A NON-MEMBER STATE 
TO PERMANENT MISSION, THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NO NEED TO 
ALTER THE P&I THAT WERE IN EFFECT UNDER ITS FORMER 
STATUS. 

B. THE LEGAL BASIS FOR THE ABOVE STATUS IS A DECISION 
OF THE SWISS FEDERAL COUNCIL OF MARCH 31, 1948 IN THE 
CASE OF ACCORDING P&I TO NON MEMBER STATES, AND A 
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION OF JULY 14, 

1964 IN THE CASE OF ORGANIZATIONSOF STATES. THE SWISS 
GOVERNMENT ALSO HAS BILATERAL AGREEMENTS WITH EACH OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN GENEVA. THESE 
BILATERAL AGREEMENTS REFLECT THE ABOVE FEDERAL COUNCIL 
DECISION AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION, AND RECOGNIZE 
P&I CONSISTENT WITH THE ABOVE. 

C. THE P&I ACCORDED TO EACH OF THE THREE CATEGORIES OF 
PERSONNEL (PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE, DIPLOMATIC STAFF, 
NON-DIPLOMATIC STAFF) AND THE MISSION FACILITY ITSELF 
FOR BOTH NON-MEMBER STATES AND ORGANIZATIONS OF 
STATES ARE IDENTICAL IN EVERY RESPECT TO THOSE P&I 
ACCORDED MEMBER STATES. 

D. THE SPECIFICS OF WHAT P&I ARE AVAILABLE TO NON- 
MEMBER STATES AND ORGANIZATIONS OF STATES ARE ALREADY 
AVAILABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT. THESE P&I ARE IDENTICAL 
WITH THE P&I ACCORDED TO THE USMISSION IN GENEVA. 

THE SWISS CHARGE ALSO NOTED THAT THE ONLY DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN THE P&I ACCORDED PERMANENT MISSIONS IN GENEVA 
AND DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN BERN CONCERNED THE STATUS 
OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND TECHNICAL PERSONNEL. THE SWISS 
ARE PLANNING TO BRING THE STATUS OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
AND TECHNICAL PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO GENEVA MISSIONS 
INTO LINE WITH THE STATUS OF TECHNICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
PERSONNEL IN BERN, CONSISTENT WITH THE VIENNA CONVENTION 
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OF 1961. 

E. THE FINAL CATEGORY OF ' OTHER ORGANIZATIONS," OR 
SPECIFICALLY THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION (PLO), 

WAS CONSIDERED PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE AT THE SWISS 
MISSION. THE PLO ENJOYS NEITHER PRIVILEGES NOR IMMUNITIES 
ACCORDING TO THE SWISS CHARGE. THE SWISS GOVERNMENT 
ACCORDS "FACILITIES" BY WHICH THE PLO MIGHT FUNCTION 
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IN GENEVA. THE LEGAL BASIS IS A DECISION OF THE SWISS 
FEDERAL COUNCIL. IN RESPONSE TO A REQUEST FOR A COPY 
OF THIS DECISION, THE CHARGE OFFERED TO CHECK WITH BERN 
TO DETERMINE IF A COPY MIGHT BE MADE AVAILABLE TO 
THE USMISSION. CATTO 
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